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2011/2012 Electives
	8th-10th Grade
Visual and Performing Arts

Project Yearbook: 8th-10th Year Long Course
Become skilled in the art of photography by creating a yearbook to remember!  Learners will be involved in all aspects of design, including layout, selecting a theme, and recording SCVi memories for the 2011-2012 school year.  

 SCVi Theatre Arts 1 and 2: 8th-10th Year Long Course
 Learners will explore the various drama genres (drama, comedy, tragedy, musical, historical, etc.) and the influence of the subject on the modern world.  They will observe formal and informal works by attending plays, watching films/videos, listening to radio broadcasts as well as meeting with experts in all aspects of the field.  Learners will also practice the art of performance in small group settings via improvisational exercises, individual actor performance, and small group performance pieces. As a final performance review, the learners will participate in all aspects of producing a play including directing, producing, advertising, scene/set design, props as well as performance of the play, which will be chosen by the class in the Fall Semester. 

Express Yourself! Fundamentals of Art: 8th-10th Year Long Course
The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that engage us in affective, imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and understanding of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self‑confidence, resilience and adaptability. In the MYP, the arts challenge students to consider authentic issues and develop their skills beyond superficiality and imitation. Learners will create and present art in ways that engage and convey their own feelings, experiences and ideas. 


Drawing/Painting:  8th-10th Year Long Course
The MYP Visual Arts Curriculum is designed to help students understand how art plays a role in developing and expressing personal and cultural identities, communication, and innovation across time and culture. Learners will explore, express, and communicate ideas through a variety of two and three dimensional experiences and media. They will be asked to apply art concepts through both application and reflection with intention to develop self-confidence, self-awareness, and life-long learning, drawing and painting from observation, memory, and imagination, exploring various tools and methods.

Gaga for Graphics: 8th-10th Year Long Course
This course will introduce learners to the ever-expanding production of graphic and web design. Students will learn and explore the steps involved in creating a website, apply their knowledge through community connections and employ marketing tools to help promote their work.

 Written and Oral Communication

SCVi News & Views: 8th-10th Year Long Course
Learn how to write a broadcast news story, check facts for accuracy, some history of the field and the ethics surrounding media journalism.  The news team will begin by practicing the skills needed to produce a quality news show.  These skills include, but are not limited to: research, interview skills, writing copy, filming b-roll, directing and editing the final copy. During the first semester, the learners will experience a variety of news jobs and then apply for the position they want for the second semester.  SCVi News and Views will also provide media support for on campus events.

Case Closed! Judicial Council/Mock Trial: 8th-10th Year Long Course
 Learners will model the roles of attorneys, plaintiffs and defendants as they prepare and present a variety of cases.  By interpreting, analyzing and portraying the major issues of a case, students obtain a unique insider's perspective of the American legal process. Learners will increase self-esteem, poise and confidence through both individual and team efforts. Learners in this course will also participate as jurors for peers who are referred for minor infractions.

Money Matters! Principles of Business: 8th-10th Year Long Course
This course introduces students to entrepreneurship, business structure, marketing, e-business, human resources, management, financial analysis, public relations, ethics, business law, and international business.
 The goal of this course is to provide students with a foundation for practical skills which may be applied to start a business, get an excellent summer job, or serve as an introduction to business that can be applied to any profession or major.

Celebrate SCVi: Activities & Leadership: 8th-10th Year Long Course
In this course, learners will be responsible for leading their class as well as other classes in team-building and planning other activities that promote a spirit of collaboration and celebration throughout the grades at SCVi.  Learn how to successfully prepare for small and large events, prepare a budget for an event, work with school and community members, and develop and refine communication skills.

Ink’D:  8th-10th Year Long Course
Inspire.  Be Creative.  Tell your story.  Edit.  Express yourself though art and photography.  This collaborative project class will involve putting together and publishing a school wide magazine.  We will not only use our own material, but also mentor learners from other grades.  If you want a place to express yourself then GET Ink'D!

Physical Education
Martial Arts: Discipline+Creativity=Change: 8th-10th Year Long Course
Discipline, applied blindly, can indeed stifle creativity. However, creativity without discipline stifles productivity. A balance between both creativity and positive discipline is required if you are to grow into future leaders at home, work, or the community. In this class, students will learn basic martial arts, self- defense, and strategic thinking while having fun in a creative and supportive environment. 

Dance for Health: 8th-10th Year Long Course 
In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of dance with an emphasis on dance for life-long health.  Learners will explore a variety of types of dance and participate in class and school performances.

Other Electives that Defy Categorization!

Why Do I Have to Know This? Math Connections: 8th-10th Year Long Course
Would you like to learn how math can be applied in the real world?  In this hands-on course, learners will work on current mathematic skills as well as skills they need refreshed. Gain confidence and keep up with your current math work.

Engineering and Technology: 8th-10th Year Long Course
If you are interested in building and constructing a variety of structures, from marshmallow bridges to the Israeli Ga-Ga Pit on our playground, then this is the class for you!  Learn and apply engineering skills using a wide variety of materials in a fun and innovative environment.

Game of Life: 9th/10th Only Year Long Course
In this course, learners will explore pathways to their dream life!  Explore careers, dreams, learn the benefits of short and long term goal setting, create and manage personal finances.  As teens grow into adulthood, they face many decisions ranging from how to manage effective personal and professional relationships, deal with stress, conflict, and peer pressure. Learner will also develop skills to prepare them for a healthy, happy future.  *Please note that one week of the year will provide information dealing with sexuality and reproduction.  Facilitators will provide an optional assignment for students who wish to be excused learners from this week.   

Peer Assistant: 8th-10th: Year Long Course:
 If you like to help others, have strong academic and social skills, and are willing to work with younger learners, select a facilitator with whom you would like to work!  In this course, peer assistants may work with students in math, science, language arts, history, or a combination of all subject areas.

Project Studio: 8th-10th Year Long Course
Would you like more time in your school day to finish projects, get extra help, and/or complete at home assignments before you leave school?  Project studio is an elective course for students who are motivated self-starters.




GameCraft: 8th-10th: Year Long Course
If you love math, puzzles and want to learn how to design your own games, join this innovative class, which will emphasize the processes involved in game theory design.  Learners will apply both math and critical thinking skills in designing their own games to be played by SCVi students.  
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